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Slievetooey Coast LCA is dominated by remote undulating undisturbed mountain bog 

with a rugged, rocky coastal edge of high vegetated cliffs, waterfalls, caves, rocky 

outcrops and sea stacks. This hostile environment has no recorded archaeological sites, 

and little evidence of settlement. A county road cuts through the west of this LCA 

following a broad river valley through the open upland bog punctuated by otholitic lakes 

and patches of agricultural land in the south, to a stony bay on the western shore.  This 

sheltered bay at Port is the location of an abandoned fishing village where the walled 

ruins of dwellings and field enclosures remain. A few isolated rural dwellings are nestled 

within pockets of farmland in the south. 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• High undulating landscape of bog covered mountains and lakes with an underlying 

schist geology, a wide valley cuts through the west following a meandering river to 

the Atlantic Ocean at Port.  Pockets of farmland within the southern side of the valley 

have an underlying quartzite and limestone geology.   

• Most of the coastal edge is inaccessible due to the high vertical sea cliffs, and 

vegetated sea cliffs that drop directly to the Atlantic Ocean below.   

 

Settlements 

There are no settlements within this remote rural area. 

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• An abandoned clachan near the small harbour of Port has unique stone walled field 

enclosures, access is from a county road that follows the river from the east towards 

the sea at Port although historically there was an access track south over the 

mountain towards Glencolmcille.  

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 1 RPS structures and 1 

NIAH.  

 

Access and Recreation  

• Access into the area is via a county road that crosses west over the LCA towards 

Port. 

• The area is popular with walkers and ramblers. 

 

Biodiversity 

• This ecologically important landscape contains 23.77ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 3,824ha of pNHA sites. 

• Undisturbed blanket bog and high sea cliffs contain rare plants and fauna. 

 

Forces for change 

• Renewable energy development  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

• Quarrying 

• Forestry 

• Roads infrastructure 

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 13 covers all of the coastal area within the Slievetooey Coast Landscape 

Character Area, and seascape unit 14 overlaps at the western edge of the coast. 

Key characteristics uses: High elevated bog with mountain pass, fishing at Port harbour. 

 

Coastal edge: High sheer sea cliffs, caves, vegetated cliffs, sea stacks, stony beach and bay. 

 

Visibility: The only coastal access is at Port on a natural bay along this cliff edge coast offering 

visibility out to the ocean.  The area ig highly visible from the coast northwards, informing the 

views out from Loughros, Dawros Head as far as Aran Island. The area is visible from the south 

also, at Rossan point. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

The undeveloped nature of the undisturbed bog is a unique and valuable feature as is the 

abandoned fishing village at Port. 

 


